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ARTHUR: \SnnlmgI\ I see, I gathered that Abdul Said had
powerful influence somewhere or other*

CHRISTINA: Who is this man, Arthur?

ARTHUR: He's been sentenced to death for murder. It was
a perfectly clear case, but there was a lot of perjury and
we had some difficulty in getting a conviction. What
has the Princess asked you to do?

VIOLET: She explained the whole thing to me, and then she
asked if I wouldn't intercede with you. I promised to
do everything I could.

ARTHUR: You shouldn't have done that. The old lady knows
quite well an affair of this sort is no business of yours.
I wish you'd told her so.

VIOLET: Arthur, what could I do? His wife was there, and
his mother. If you'd seen them. ... I couldn't bear
to look at their misery and do nothing. I said I was
sure that when you knew all the facts you'd reprieve
the man.

ARTHUR: It's not in my power to do anything of the sort.
The prerogative of mercy is with the Khedive.

VIOLET: I know, but if you advise him to exercise it he will.
He's only too anxious to, but he won't move without
your advice.

ARTHUR: It's monstrous of the Princess to try and make
use of you in this way. She prepared a complete trap
for you.

ANNE: What did the man do exactly?

ARTHUR: It's rather a peculiar case. Abdul Said had a differ-
ence of opinion with an Armenian merchant and shortly
after his only son fell ill and died. He took it into his
head that the Armenian had cast the evil eye on him,
and he took his gun, waited for his opportunity, and
shot the Armenian dead. The man isn't a criminal in
the ordinary sense of the word, but we can't afford to
make exceptions. If^ejJid there'd be a ccop of murders